Request for Information (RFI):
Marine Corps Systems Command (MARCORSYSCOM) is conducting market research for potential sources and best practice information regarding industry manufacturing capabilities for the production of a Berry Amendment compliant, Inclement Weather Combat Shirt (IWCS).    
The IWCS is a high performance shirt that provides protection against a broad spectrum of environmental, occupational and battlefield hazards.  The IWCS is worn by both United States Marines and United States Navy Sailors.  It maximizes flame resistance (FR) and wet weather protection.  It increases survivability and mobility of the individual Marine, thus increasing the Marine's lethality in combat.  
The IWCS is a pullover blouse with a front ¼ zipper, full collar, knit cuffs, reinforced articulated elbow patches, and upper sleeve pockets.  The IWCS is designed with a torso stretch fabric to maximize user comfort and mobility.  In addition, the design utilizes materials that meet specific garment performance  characteristics.  The IWCS is worn over the FR combat ensemble blouse and under a ballistic vest.  Fabrics used in the construction are printed in either Desert (Marine Corps Pattern) MARPAT™, Woodland MARPAT™, NWU (Navy Working Uniform) II or NWU III camouflage patterns.  Adherence to shade standards will be critical as garments are worn in combat environments.  The IWCS is designed to provide protection in cold, wet environments.  
Written Responses:
No related Industry Day is scheduled in conjunction with this RFI. Respondents are requested to include company literature, brochures, and capability summaries directly addressing the following:

1. The company’s minimum/maximum monthly delivery schedule, anticipating that the total volume of IWCSs ordered would be a maximum quantity of 35,000 sets within a one year period.  Assume standard lead times and no issues with raw material deliveries.
2.  The company’s business size.  Please indicate whether your company is a Large or Small Business.  If you have indicated Small Business, please also provide the appropriate category (i.e., HUBZone, Small Disadvantaged Veteran Owned, Service Disabled Veteran, Veteran Owned, Woman Owned, or Small Business).
3. The company’s previous contract information for performance of similar products.

Any proprietary information submitted may be used in establishing requirements, but specific offeror information will be safeguarded as proprietary.  All information that is considered to be proprietary shall be properly marked.  There is no page restriction associated with this RFI; however, an executive summary, not to exceed five (5) pages, should accompany each submission.  The Marine Corps will use the results of this announcement to determine what capabilities currently exist in the marketplace which meet the Government's requirements outlined above.

No Product Demonstration Models are requested as this is market research for capability to produce this item.  
No telephonic responses will be accepted. 
Utilization of Non-Government Support Contractors: 

Respondents are advised that the Government will utilize support contractors/non-Government personnel from Patricio Enterprises and Kalman and Company to assist in collecting and reviewing market research information.  Proprietary information submitted in response to this RFI will be protected from unauthorized disclosure as required by Subsection 27 of the Office of Procurement Policy Act as amended (41 U.S.C. 423) (hereinafter referred to as "the Act"), as implemented in the FAR.  These companies are bound contractually by Organizational Conflict of Interest and non-disclosure clauses with respect to proprietary information.  Supporting contractor personnel are procurement officials within the meaning of the Act, and will take all necessary action to preclude unauthorized use or disclosure of Respondent's proprietary data.

Questions and Answers: 

Questions concerning the RFI may be submitted via email no later than 14 January 2014 to the Contract Specialist at Elizabeth.Colvin@usmc.mil.  All questions, answers, information discussed, and any other information pertinent to this RFI will be posted to the Federal Business Opportunities website (https://www.fbo.gov/).  Information considered intellectual property will not be posted.

RFI Response Submission: 

All written submissions shall be provided electronically.  Respondents should upload and submit their RFI responses by 27 January 2014 to the Safe Access File Exchange (SAFE) application that can be accessed via https://safe.amrdec.army.mil/safe2/.  Proceed as a Guest user by clicking on “I do not have a CAC or this machine is not configured to read my CAC and I would like to access SAFE as a Guest User.”  Fill in all required fields, upload your RFI response, grant access to files to the following: Elizabeth.Colvin@usmc.mil and john.bauer@usmc.mil, and then press the “Submit” button. 
The information provided herein is for information only and is intended to initiate communication with industry in order to assess market potential.  No solicitation document exists at this time.  Issuance of this notice does not constitute any obligation on the part of the Government to procure these items or to issue a solicitation.  In addition, the Government is under no obligation to pay for information submitted in response to this RFI and responses to this notice cannot be accepted as offers.  

All properly marked proprietary information will be appropriately handled. 

