31 March 2010
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION: USMC APECS PARKA WITH INTEGRATED COLD WEATHER LINER
BACKGROUND:

United States Marine Corps (USMC) is requesting information and prototypes for an All Purpose Environmental Clothing System (APECS) parka that meets the requirements of MIL-DTL-32157 with an integrated/removable liner.  The intent is to gather design and configuration options and methods for inserting a multi-functional temperate to cold weather liner into the current APECS parka.  The parka with liner submissions must demonstrate a secure method of attachment of the liner into the APECS parka and a closure method for the liner so that it can be worn independently of the parka, i.e. under the MCCUU blouse and interface with the Inclement Weather Combat Shirt.  After review and evaluation of submissions, the most promising candidates may be procured and used in an FY10/11 Marine Corps field test to determine if they warrant Marine Corps adoption.

DESCRIPTION:  

The Marine Corps seeks products that meet as many of the requirements as possible outlined below:
· PARKA
· Must meet the design and material performance requirements of MIL-DTL-32157

· Demonstrate a means of a secure attachment and easy removal of a liner

· LINER – 
· May use submissions presented / created for RFIUSMCAPECSLINER 
· OR shall conform to the following requirements:
· Provide temperate to cold weather insulation

· Be light weight and low bulk/volume
· Provide a minimum of 0.5 clo.

· Utilize either a single material or a composite of materials 
· Have a front closure method 
· Be compatible for wear with the APECS parka, the MCCUU blouse and potentially with the Inclement Weather Combat Shirt, i.e. sizing.
· Have a means of a secure attachment into the APECS parka.  
· May be a modification of the Windpro fleece jacket in a liner design 
If testing supports adoption of the modified APECS parka with liner, it would be issued from the USMC Consolidated Issue Facility.  Basis of issue (BOI) will be 1 per Marine.  USMC procurement quantity (AAO) will be 230,000.  Sustainment quantities will be established.
PARKA w/ LINER CANDIDATES:  To respond to this RFI, interested suppliers are REQUIRED to submit the following for their submission, enabling the Government to efficiently evaluate the viability and benefit of your proposed APCES parka with liner configuration.  Information will be handled as proprietary and samples will not be returned.

1. The APECS parka provided by the supplier must conform to the design and material performance requirements listed in MIL-DTL-32157; PARKA, ALL-PURPOSE ENVIRONMENTAL, CAMOUFLAGE prior to any modifications for an integrated liner.
2. The supplier must identify the specified requirements that the liner meets. If a supplier submits multiple sample parkas with liners for the outlined requirement, they must identify the advantage/disadvantage of the configurations of the competing products submitted.

3. Information regarding Berry compliance of liner or if it could be made compliant if adopted is required.
4. Provide a description or drawing(s) of interface method used to attach the  liner into the APECS parka

5. Provide estimated unit cost per APECS parka and liner.

6. Submit two parkas with liner (in any color) in size MEDIUM- REGULAR and LARGE REGULAR. 

Initial samples submitted by interested suppliers are due NLT 15 June 2010 for Marine Corps review.  If the Marine Corps has interest in further evaluating a liner submission, the Government will procure additional samples and/or material for testing within 15 – 30 calendar days after initial submission.  The Government expects to complete its detailed laboratory screening evaluation and select candidate liners by 30 Sep 2010.  If the Marine Corps selects one or more of the parka with liner configurations submitted for field evaluation, it is anticipated a minimum of 200 per items will be procured.  

CONTACT:  Direct questions and samples to:

Rosemary Lomba
Tel: 508-233-4048
Email: rosemary.lomba@us.army.mil
Mail samples to:

U.S. Army NSRDEC
Attn:  R. Lomba
15 Kansas St, D-225

Natick, Ma 01760
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