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FM 7-10, 3 October 1949, is changed as follows:

24. THE ADVANCE PARTY

The advance party ™ * * paces between men.
Reinforcements to the advance party may include at-
tached 60-mm mortars, 57-mm rifles, machine guns,
and tanks. Observers from the * * * the ad-
vance party.

* * % % * % #

143. DUTIES OF PLATOON HEADQUARTERS PER-
SONNEL

a. (Superseded.) The platoon leader is respon-
sible for the training, discipline, control, and tactical
employment of his platoon. He recommends the use
of his platoon to the company commander and con-
trols its actions through appropriate orders to his
sections. He goes where he best can influence the
action of his platoon. However, since the 57-mm
rifle and 60-mm mortar squads usually operate with
the rifle platoons, he acts principally as an advisor
to the company commander and rifle platoon leaders
on the tactical employment of the weapons platoon.
He also supervises the resupply of ammunition by
vehicle and hand carry to those weapons of his pla-
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toon which are with the rifle platoons. When ele-
ments of the 57-mm rifle section or 60-mm mortar
section are in general support, or in direct support
of assault rifle platoons, he supervises their employ-
ment.

ES % ES £ & & *

144, DUTIES> OF SECTION AND SQUAD LEADERS

The section and squad leaders train and lead the
-men in their units. They deploy their unit according
to the platoon, section, or squad mission.

£ £ £ * & £ *

b. The 60-mm Mortar Section.

(1) (Superseded.) When the section occupies
a section position, the section leader assigns
general locations and targets or target areas
for his squads; controls the displacement
of weapons and supply of ammunition ; and
controls the fire of the squads. When a
squad is in direct support of or attached to
a rifle platoon, he assists in its ammunition
supply. He goes where he can best control
the most appropriate portion of his section.
When the section is divided, he will usually
accompany the rifle unit receiving the great-
est amount of support, or he may accompany
any one of his squads, according to the tac-
tical situation. He must always keep in
contact with the weapons platoon leader.

(2) (Superseded.) The squad leader moves his
squad to its position area, selects and super-
vises the preparation and occupation of
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exact firing positions, and uses his ammuni-
tion bearers to supply ammunition. When
the squad is in direct support of, or attached
to a rifle platoon, the squad leader super-
vises the employment of the squad and con-
trols, observes, and adjusts its fire. When
a squad, as part of the mortar section, is in
general support of the company, the squad
leader either supervises the operation of his
squad, or acts as an observer for the section.

145. CONTROL
£ Tk ES ES % ES *

b. (Superseded.) In attack, the 57-mm rifle sec-
tion and the 60-mm mortar section may be used in
general support of the company to increase the flexi-
bility of fires and to insure continuity of supporting
fires during the displacement. However, because of
limitations of terrain and difficulty in maintaining
control, squads of both the 57-mm rifle section and
the 60-mm mortar section usually are placed in direct
support of, or are attached to, the assault rifle pla-
toons. When a squad of the weapons platoon is
attached to a rifle platoon, it comes under the com-
mand of the rifle platoon leader. The weapons pla-
toon leader and the section leaders aid the rifle
platoon leaders in supplying the squads attached to
rifle platoons.

¢. (Superseded.) In defense, 57-mm rifle squads
are usually placed in direct support of the rifle pla-
toons and occupy positions within platoon defense
areas. When sectors of fire and observation are not
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limited, the most effective fire and control in defense
situations are obtained by employing the 60-mm
mortars in a section position under company control.
Then the firing positions normally are in the vicinity
of the support platoon. When limited sectors of
fire and observation from a section position prevent
coverage of the company front, the 60-mm mortar
section may be divided, and one or more mortars
placed within each front-line platoon area.

146. CONDUCT OF FIRE
¥ Ed * £ * £ sk

b. (Superseded.) The 60-mm mortar squads are
given definite targets. Planned mortar fires in the
attack consist of concentrations. A concentration is
the fire of one or more mortars delivered at a located
or suspected target. These concentrations cover an
area 50 yards in diameter. In devising a plan of
fires to support a particular attack, concentrations
may be planned in advance to be fired on call as
needed. When a 60-mm mortar squad is operating
with an assault rifle platoon, the squad leader desig-
nates the targets and conducts the fire of his squad
as required by the supported rifle platoon. The
number and type of targets and target areas are
limited to those that one squad can effectively engage.
When the 60-mm mortar section is in general support,
squads are assigned and engage targets or target
areas as directed by the section leader.

147. OBSERVATION

*® * * B k ok
b. (Superseded.) Observation for the squads of
the 60-mm mortar section is obtained by the use of
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squad or section observation posts. A suitable ob-
servation post is the chief requirement for a mortar
position ; hence, the observation post is selected first.
A mortar position that is within 100 yards of the
observation post is preferable. However, if the
mortar position cannot be located this close to the
observation post, the observation post should be lo-
cated within 100 yards of the mortar-target line. In
either case, this allows the observer to make adjust-
ments as though he were on the mortar-target line.
When the observation post is more than 100 yards
from the mortar-target line the mortar should be
moved to another position to correct this situation.
When the terrain or the situation prevents the ob-
servation post being within 100 yards of the mortar-
target line, the observer adjusts along the observer-
target line (target-grid method) or he-attempts to
visualize the mortar-target line and adjust with re-
spect to it. The observation post should give ob-
servation over the supported units’ zone of action,
provide cover and concealment and have a covered
route of approach. When a mortar squad is operat-
ing with a rifle platoon, the squad leader establishes
his observation post where he can watch the action of
the rifle platoon, and observe and adjust fire on tar-
gets in the platoon zone of action. Communication
between the mortar squad leader and the rifle platoon
leader is by voice, signal, or radio. Communication
between the mortar squad leader and his squad is by
voice, signal, or may be by sound-powered telephone,
‘When the mortar squads are in general support of
the company, their fires are controlled by the section
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leader from a section observation post that provides
observation of the company zone of action. Com-
munication between the section leader-observer and
the mortar squad leaders at the mortar positions is
by voice, signal, sound-powered telephone, or radio.

148. AMMUNITION SUPPLY

a. (Superseded.) Three of the four 14-ton weap-
ons carriers assigned to the company may be used to
transport weapons and ammunition. These three
vehicles normally carry identical mixed loads of
ammunition. They operate from the company am-
munition supply point. Two weapons earriers nor-
mally supply the assault platoons and their attached
elements with all types of ammunition. The third
weapons carrier may be available to supply the 60-mm
mortar section and the 57-mm rifle section when they
are employed in general support.

b. (Superseded.) In the assembly area or in the
attack position, the weapons and the initial ammuni-
tion supply for the 57-mm rifle section and 60-mm
mortar section are usually unloaded from the platoon
weapons carriers for hand carry in the attack. In
defense situations, the weapons and the initial sup-
ply of ammunition are unloaded at the firing po-
sition. Ammunition is resupplied by ammunition
bearers who return to a company supply point and
hand carry the ammunition forward to the firing
position. Often ammunition can be delivered by ve-
hicle to the vicinity of the firing position.

¢. (Delete.)

® *

* #* * * *
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152, APPROACH MARCH

The company commander * * * the rifle
units. A 60-mm mortar squad and a 57-mm rifle
squad accompany the advance party of the support
company of the advance guard.

155. TROOP LEADING PROCEDURE
& sk E sk Ed sk *

b. The weapons platoon * #* * of the platoon.
Unless the company commander has specified the
off-carrier position for the weapons, the platoon
leader selects this position while on reconnaissance.

e. (Superseded.) When elements of the weapons
platoon are attached to rifle platoons, each section
leader supervises the attachment of his squads. For
squads not attached, he selects position areas, as-
signs targets or sectors of fire, and provides for am-
munition supply.

d. (Superseded.) When the 60-mm mortars are
in general support, the 60-mm mortar section leader,
after receiving the platoon leader’s order, goes ahead
of his section to the position area. He notes the lo-
cation of the front-line troops and his targets or
target areas. When he has selected the general lo-
cation for his weapons and cover positions, he moves
the squads and their weapons from the off-carrier
position to the firing positions.

156. TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT
b. (Superseded.) In attack, the 60-mm mortar
squads are usually placed in direct support of, or at-
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tached to, the assault rifle platoons. A squad not
allocated to an assault rifle platoon may be kept
under company control in general support and used
with the support platoon when it is employed. When
observation and fire from one position area can cover
the entire company zone up to and including the
initial objective, the 60-mm mortar section may be
employed as a unit in general support of the company.
During the attack, the mortars fire, on call, at targets
holding up the advance of the assault platoons. Each
mortar usually displaces when its fires no longer
can give close support. After the objective is cap-
tured, the mortar squads protect the reorganization
of the company, and aid in breaking up hostile coun-
terattacks with their fires.

157. SELECTION OF FIRING POSITIONS
£ * s L Ed L3 &
b. Desirable characteristics for 60-mm mortar fir-
ing positions include—
ok £ £ % ok Ed £

(4) Dispersion between mortars occupying a
‘section position to prevent two mortar
positions from being hit by one enemy shell.
Dispersion is limited by voice or visual
control.

* £ * £ £ £ *®

(6) (Added.) Close proximity to a suitable ob-
servation post (preferably located so that
the mortar position is within 100 yards of
the observation post).
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159. ORDERS

* #* C ok S % * #*

c. Bach squad leader * * * the first target.
Squad leaders of the 57-mm rifle squads and 60-mm
mortar squads attached to rifle platoons get their

orders from the rifle platoon leader.

160. MOVEMENT INTO FIRING POSITIONS

a. The weapons, ammunition, and accessories of
the 67-mm rifle section and the 60-mm mortar sec-
tion are moved by weapons carrier from the assembly
arvea to the attack position, if practicable. Other-
wise, the weapons * * * covered and concealed.
When not resupplying ammunition, ammunition
bearers remain under cover near the firing position.

b. (Superseded.) Since 60-mm mortars normally
are fired from defilade, they usually move by vehicle
from the assembly area to an off-carrier position lo-
cated as close to the position area as the situation
permits. The weapons, accessories, and initial sup-
ply of ammunition are unloaded and hand-carried
to exact firing positions selected by the squad Jeaders.
The squad leaders supervise the preparation and oe-
cupation of the firing position. Ammunition bearers
are dispersed mear the-firing position when-not re-
supplying ammunition.

161. SUPPORTING FIRES DURING THE ATTACK
* B3 st * ES Ed ES

b. (Superseded.) The squads of the 60-mm mor-
tar section do not normally participate in prepara-
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tory firing unless the fires of other supporting weap-
ons are insufficient. Targets may be assigned to be
engaged on call. When a mortar squad is in direct
support of, or attached to, an assault rifle platoon,
the squad occupies an initial firing position near the
line of departure where it can cover the platoon zone.
The squad engages targets as requested or directed
by the rifle platoon leader. When the fires of the
mortar squad endanger the rifle platoon as it nears
the target area, the fires are lifted to more distant
targets or shifted to targets located on the flanks.
Mortar squads, in general support of the company,
fire at suitable tar{}‘% directed by the company
commander, the weapo™ platoon leader, or the sec-
tion leader. During the assault, the fires are de-
livered at appropriate targets to the flanks or beyond
the objective.

162. DISPLACEMENT
£ #* *® & * & %

¢. (Superseded.) The 60-mm mortar section and
squad leaders continuously make plans for displace-
ment. They closely observe the progress of the as-
sault rifle platoons, and anticipate the need to dis-
place in order to furnish adequate fire support. New
positions and covered routes thereto are selected by
visual and personal reconnaissance. A displacement
1s made as rapidly as possible. When a squad is op-
erating with a rifle platoon, the supported platoon
leader may direct the displacement. Often the squad
leader, on his own initiative, displaces his squad when
adequate fire support is no longer possible from the
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old position or more effective fire support can be de-
livered from a new position. When squads are in
general support of the company, they displace by
squad echelon, one or two at a time, under supervision
of the section leader. If possible, weapons and am-
munition are moved by vehicle; however, when there
1s no other choice, they are moved by hand-carry.

163. REORGANIZATION

@. (Superseded.) As soon as the hostile position
is captured, or the attack is halted for any reason,
weapons are placed in positions which protect the
front and flanks of the assault rifle platoons against
a counterattack. Squads in direct support of, or
attached to, the assault rifle platoons occupy posi-
tions in the platoon areas. Squads in general sup-
port. of the company are placed to cover the most
likely avenues of approach in the company zone of
action (fig. 43). The mortars are registered imme-

diately and concentrations are recorded.
o5 % ¥ £ £ sk t 3

165. SELECTION OF POSITIONS

£ ke S E3 ES B3 Ed

¢. Whensectorsof * * * thesupport platoon.
T s ES * & & *

168. POSITION OF LEADERS

* s & ES * * *
c. Squad_ Leaders.
& ES * * % & ES

oy ’
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(2) (Superseded.) When a mortar squad is in
direct support of, or attached to, a front-
line rifle platoon, the squad leader super-
vises the employment of the squad and con-
trols, observes, and adjusts its fires. When
the mortar squads are in a section position
in general support of the company, the
mortar squad leaders assist in fire control.

210. NIGHT ATTACK FORMATION
% % % % %

b. (Superseded.) A rifle company may make a
night attack alone or as one of the assault companies
of a battalion attack. In either case, its assault is
usually made with all three rifle platoons abreast in
order to obtain maximum fire power and shock ac-
tion. However, when a support is held out, it moves
as directed by the company commander. It may
follow closely the assault echelon or it may be left
in rear of the line of departure to be brought forward
by guides or on a signal. It may have the mission
of mopping up or giving normal support. If no
support 1s held out, one is designated immediately

after the objective is captured.
F3 F3 £ ik £

230. ASSIGNMENT OF CROSSING MEANS

a. Tf the company is in the battalion assault eche-
lon, enough assault or storm boats or other crossing
craft are provided to move the entire company with
attachments in one trip (fig. 52).

4
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b. Tactical unity within * * * is as follows:
(1) Leading wave. Assault platoons (with at-
tachments) and forward observers from the

81-mm mortar platoon.

* & ® ES % ES %
232. FORMATION FOR THE CROSSING
(Superseded)

The rifle company usually crosses with the three
rifle platoons abreast, each reinforced with a 57-mm
rifle squad. Company aid men are attached to each
platoon. The remainder of the weapons platoon,
the company command group, and all attachments
to the company normally cross in the second wave.
Immediately after crossing, the squads of the 60-mm
mortar section are usually placed in direct support
of, or attached to, assault rifle platoons.

243. PLANS
* * #* * * * *

o. Supporting Fires. (Superseded.) Because of
control, coordination, and observation difficulties,
weapons, such as heavy machine guns, 57-mm and
75-mm rifles, 60-mm mortars, and tanks, frequently
are attached to the assault rifle platoons. Effective
use of tanks depends primarily on the visibility in
the woods and the presence of roads and trails. In
this type of combat, tanks are protected closely by
foot elements. Limited observation and the presence
of tree masks reduce the effectiveness of close support
by artillery. Consequently, the use of 60-mm and
81-mm mortars from open spaces in the woods as-

sumes added importance.
&k £ * E3 E3 3 ]
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404. CONDUCT OF THE ATTACK
. ok £

f. (Superseded.) As in any attack, supporting
weapons give continuous close support to the assault
echelon. They also are prepared to fire on danger-
ous approaches into the flanks and rear. Artillery
and 81-mm mortar observers move with the company
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to coordinate and adjust the fires requested by the

“company commander. The 60-mm mortar squads
usually accompany the assault platoons. To sim-
plify control during the landing, the reorganization,
and the initial attack, battalion supporting weapons
may be attached to the company for these periods,
and company supporting weapons may be attached
to assault platoons.

® % £ 2 % # %

APPENDIX VI
TRAINING PROGRAM

] & ES & £ ES #*
Section 1. SQUAD PHASE

1. GENERAL
(Superseded)

The training program for the rifle squad is out-
lined in paragraph 2, this section. A program is
not outlined for the other squads of the company
(weapons, 57-mm rifle, and 60-mm mortar) because
they ordinarily are not used as independent units.
The rocket launcher team and the light machine
gun team of the weapons squad usually operate
with elements of the rifle platoon and on divergent
missions; the 57-mm rifle squad and the 60-mm mor-
tar squad ordinarily are placed in direct support of
or attached to a rifle platoon. In the squad phase,
these elements are given training which prepares
them to operate efficiently during the platoon phase.

" e
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This training includes as much of the following as
is applicable to the various squads:
a. Selection, occupation, and organization of po-
sitions in normal terrain, in woods, and in tows.
b. Preparation of range cards.
Establishment of observation posts.
. Use of communication.
Ammunition supply.
Displacement.
Night occupation of positions.
Night movement.

SR TR D &2

Section lll. PLATOON PHASE
1. GENERAL '

B & £ £ EY & B3

b. (Superseded.) The squads of the 60-mm mor-
tar section train with the rifle platoons in their
normal role of direct support or attachment. A
training program for the 60-mm mortar section is
outlined in paragraph 38, this section. Of its total
time (64 heurs), 32 hours are allotted to the section
for independent training, and 32 hours are allotted
for combined training with, rifle platoons. The
squads of the 60-mm mortar section function in direct
support of rifle platoons or are attached to rifle pla-
toons during specified field exercises.

[AG 300.7 (29 Sep 50)]
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FIELD MANUAL

RIFLE COMPANY, INFANTRY REGIMENT

CHANGES} DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 8 W asmEINGTON 25, D.C., 8 December 1952

- FM 7-10, 8 October 1949, is changed as follows:

The term “reserve squad” or “reserve platoon” is
substituted for the term “support squad” or “support
platoon” throughout this manual in all instances in
which the term is used as a designation for one of
the rifle squads or rifle platoons of the rifle company.

4. ORGANIZATION
(Superseded)

a. The rifle company (T/O&E 7-17) is the basic
infantry fighting unit with tactical, administrative,
and supply functions. Its organization (fig. 1) is
characterized by its triangular structure. There are
three identical rifle platoons which can be employed
in different combinations to find and fix, to maneuver,
and to close with the enemy and destroy or capture
him. In addition to these three elements, there is a
weapons platoon which furnishes close fire support
to the rifle platoons and a company headquarters.

b. The company headquarters is organized for
combat into a command group and an administrative
group. The command group consists of the com-
pany commander, executive officer, first sergeant,
company clerk, communications sergeant, radio op-

TAGO 1814C—Dec. 200482°—-‘W1

' UNCLASSIFIED



L ASSEF

%eeurity Inforfivalion

erators, messengers, and an orderly. The adminis-
trative group consists of a warrant officer administra-
tor, mess personnel, supply sergeant, and an armorer,
Filler personnel are distributed as needed.

9. TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT
(Superseded)

a. Upon receiving the battalion order, the rifle com-
pany commander makes his own plan. This plan
is based upon his mission, his evaluation of the enemy,
and a detailed study of the terrain from a map, on
the ground and, when practicable, from the air.
Critical terrain features such as ridges and high
ground are seized at the earliest opportunity and
utilized to further the operation. Frontal attacks
are avoided whenever possible. As a general con-
cept, a commander must seize the dominant terrain
if he expects to impose his will on the enemy.

b. Attacks to secure dominating terrain should
generally be made along the ridge lines running into
the dominating position rather than up the draws
or ravines leading into the position. ~ By attacking
up the ridge lines, the attacker gains successively
higher ground for observation and for the location
of his fire support units.

c. Zones of action or sectors indicated by bound-
aries between units must be established in such a
manner as to favor maneuver and to insure that the
dominating terrain or other key feature, such as a
small village, lies within the boundaries of a single
unit,
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d. The company commander coordinates the ac-
tions of his platoons, and plans the fires of his organic
and attached weapons. He requests fires from other
supporting weapons to assist the advance of his
maneuvering elements and to destroy the enemy in
his zone of action or area of responsibility. He
notifies the battalion commander of major decisions
and frequently reports his company location and
progress.

11. COMPANY HEADQUARTERS
a. Command Group.

* * * * *

(7) (Rescinded)

(8) (Superseded) The company messengers are
trained to install, operate, and maintain all
items of communication equipment in the
company. They must be capable of operat-
ing switchboards and serving as linemen.
One messenger drives a company headquar-
ters vehicle, one is stationed at the company
command post, and one operates from the
battalion command post.

(9) (Superseded) The orderly drives the com-
pany commander’s vehicle and is also
trained to operate company communication
equipment.

* * * * *

TAGO 1814C u U%‘*‘SL&SSRE}E@
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14. GENERAL

* * % * *

¢. (Added) During all ground movement in the
combat zone, the company should be prepared for
enemy ground and air action. The disposition of a
column often decides the outcome of an engagement.

37. ASSEMBLY AREAS
* * * * *

e. In the assembly area, individuals and units use
natural cover and concealment for protection
from aerial and ground observation. Individuals
use existing holes or ditches, or they dig slit
trenches. The primary activity * * * rations
are issued. (See fig. 7).

38. ATTACK POSITIONS
(Superseded)

a. The attack position is the last covered and con-
cealed position occupied by the assault units before
crossing the line of departure. The assault company
commander selects the attack position after the bat-
talion commander prescribes the line of departure.
He bases his selection on the terrain and the plan of
attack. When the need for special coordination
makes it necessary, the battalion commander, rather
than the company commander, may select the attack
position. In addition to providing cover from small
arms fire and concealment from both ground and
aerial observation, the attack position should facili-
tate the movement to the line of departure and, where

4 WD TAGO 1814C



et sccurity Infumalis

possible, be large enough to accommodate the entire
company in the initial formation which the company
commander intends to adopt for the attack. Assault
platoon attack positions and the initial position of the
reserve platoon are located within this area and are
designated by the company commander in general
terms to conform to his plan of maneuver. The exact
location of each platoon within the designated area
is selected by the platoon leader.

b. Attack positions are occupied for the minimum
time required for deployment, coordination, and last
minute preparations for the attack. When the situ-
ation and the terrain permit, vehicles may be brought
forward to the attack position with any required
heavy equipment or weapons, However, vehicles
should remain in the assembly area, initially, if their
movement forward will jeopardize secrecy. The
movement forward to the attack position by the as-
sault elements may be under either battalion or
company control.

47. SNIPING
(Superseded)

a. Snipers are specially trained riflemen, who are
expert marksmen as well as expert infantrymen.
Their mission is to kill key enemy personnel, weaken
the enemy’s resistance and morale, and assist intelli-
gence agencies by timely reports of enemy activities.
For data on the equipment and training of snipers,
see FM 21-75.

b. The unit commander may employ the snipers in
his unit as a group, in pairs, or individually.

TAGO 1814C ” 5
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Snipers may continue sniping and intelligence tasks
during darkness when they are equipped with elec-
tronic night firing and viewing equipment.

¢. Snipers are best used in pairs, especially when
operating from a stationary post. Thus they are
able to alternate as killer and observer. When large
sectors must be covered and frequent movement is
necessary, it may be more practical for snipers to
operate singly. Firing positions should be selected
that take advantage of available cover and conceal-
ment with particular attention to fields of fire. The
routes to these positions must be considered in rela-
tion to the visibility at the time the routes will be
used. Snipers engage such profitable targets as
enemy officers and noncommissioned officers, observ-
ers, snipers, weapons crews, and communication per-
sonnel. Targets will be most plentiful when the
enemy relaxes his guard, such as at dawn, at dusk,
on moonlight nights, and at mealtimes.

d. In the attack, snipers normally operate as mem-
bers of their organic squads, but at times it may be
desirable for the company commander or platoon
leader to use them singly or in pairs. They may be
used to the rear of or on the flanks of the assault
rifle platoons. When so employed, they seek any
appropriate target which is holding up the attack.
In the assault phase, snipers select such targets as
key personnel, pillbox or bunker embrasures, and
weapons crews. During reorganization they occupy
positions from which they can kill the leaders of
the enemy counterattack.

6 “ TAGO 1814C
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e. In the defense, snipers normally occupy pre-
pared and camouflaged positions and operate in pairs
as stationary observers and snipers. When observa-
tion is restricted or large areas of responsibility are
assigned, it may be more desirable for them to operate
as mobile snipers. Insuch cases, they usually operate
singly.

f. When snipers are operating under company
control, their positions and activities are coordinated
with the rifle platoon leader in whose area they op-
erate. Snipers operating under company. control
are assigned definite sectors of responsibility, with
the size of the sector depending upon the unit front-
age, the presence of dangerous avenues of approach,
likely enemy observation posts and firing positions,
and suitable sniper positions. In retrograde move-
ments, snipers remain on the position as long as pos-
sible to cover the withdrawal of their unit.

g. Snipers may accompany patrols whenever it
is considered necessary by the unit commander.
Normally they are used for the protection of the
patrol. The snipers operate within the patrol for-
mation, and in the event the enemy engages the
patrol, the snipers assist the patrol in breaking con-
tact by moving away from the vicinity of the patrol
and taking the enemy under fire, thus allowing the
patrol to continue with its mission. The snipers re-
join the patrol as soon as the resistance is neutralized.

h. Because of his special training and the obser-
vation afforded by his firing position, the sniper can
make a valuable contribution to intelligence agen-
cies. He can also call for and adjust other fires on

TAGO 1814C 7
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profitable targets. Intelligence officers should assist
in the briefing of snipers prior to their movement
into position, and it may be appropriate at times
to interrogate them after they are relieved. How-
ever, the primary mission of the sniper is to kill
the enemy, and his use as an intelligence agent is
secondary.

61. GENERAL

Before the attack * * * andenemy fire. Men
use existing holes or ditches or they dig slit trenches.

67. DUTIES OF SQUAD MEMBERS
* * * * *

b. The riflemen move * *° * them by fire.
The squad sniper acts as a rifleman in the squad
unless he is given a special sniping mission.

73. REORGANIZATION

Assoon as * * * the platoon objective. The
squad leader checks his squad for casualties, the con-
dition of weapons, and the status of ammunition.
He redesignates key * * * continuing the attack.

79. SELECTION OF FIRING POSITIONS
* * * * *®
¢. (Added) The squad sniper may function as a
member of his squad or of a special sniping team
under the control of a platoon leader or the company
commander. In the absence of special instructions,
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the squad leader employs the sniper in the same
manner as the other riflemen.

79.1 CONCEALMENT
(Added)

a. Each firing position (including alternate and
supplementary positions) must be concealed and
camouflaged by the individuals occupying the posi-
tion. For additional information, see FM 5-20 and
FM 5-20A. The squad leader must supervise his
men closely to make sure that unnecessary noise
or movement does not disclose their position. Take
the following actions to facilitate concealment:

(1) Stay within shadowed areas whenever pos-
sible. :

(2) Utilize branches and leaves to break up the
outline of individuals, weapons, and equip-
ment.

(3) Break up solid areas of color and blend
them with the natural surroundings.

(4) Conceal mess gear, range cards, and all
other light-colored or glittering objects.
Darken faces and hands to avoid detection
by enemy snipers.

(5) Hide fresh earth uncovered while digging
foxholes and weapon emplacements.
Change the regular outline of foxholes and
emplacements by camouflaging them with
natural material.

b. Enforce strict camouflage discipline at all times
to make sure that positions remain concealed. Give
particular attention to the following:
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(1) Use existing paths and roads if possible.
If it becomes necessary to move across
country, remove or conceal all evidence of
the movement.

(2) Fresh earth and refuse should be buried or
hidden. Constant supervision by squad
leaders is necessary to make sure that
refuse, such as ration and ammunition con-
tainers, does not disclose the location of the
position.

(8) The over-all appearance of the ground
should not be changed.

82. CONDUCT OF THE DEFENSE

* * * * *

d. When the attacking * * * of the tanks.
Men resume their firing positions as soon as the
tanks pass, and they fire on approaching foot troops.
Maximum effort is * * * from the tanks.

84. ORGANIZATION
(Superseded)

The weapons squad consists of two light machine
gun teams under the command of a squad leader.
Each team consists of a gunner, an assistant gunner,
and two ammunition bearers.

85. DUTIES OF LEADERS

a. The weapons squad leader * * * from the
platoon leader. The rocket launcher * * *
which it operates.

* * * * *
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93. GENERAL

Before the attack * * * observation and fire.
Men use holes and ditches or dig slit trenches. When
an enemy * * * Jeader’s attack order.

98. TARGETS

a. Appropriate targets for the light machine gun
are crew-served weapons, small groups of enemy,
pillbox embrasures, and lightly armored vehicles.
Enemy whose general * * * machine gun fire.
In built-up areas, light machine guns are used
against definitely located targets in buildings and
to deny the use of streets to the enemy.

* * * * *

110. ORGANIZATION
(Superseded)

The organization of the rifle platoon, like the rifle
company, is characterized by its triangular struc-
ture. It has three identical rifle squads and, in addi-
tion, there is a weapons squad and a platoon head-
quarters. The platoon is commanded by a lieutenant
(platoon leader) who is assisted by a platoon ser-
geant, an assistant platoon sergeant, and two mes-
sengers. A rocket lJauncher team of four men is also
in the platoon headquarters and an aid man is nor-
mally attached. The organization of the platoon is
designed for maximum efliciency in fixing the enemy
by fire, closing with him by maneuver, and killing
or capturing him by a combination of fire, maneuver,
and shock action.

TAGO 1814C ’ n
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124. TROOP LEADING PROCEDURE

*

* * * *

¢. Reconnaissance.

*

* * *® *

(5) Avenues of approach. Studies the ter-

*

rain * * * of the platoon. He avoids
a route which prematurely masks direct fire
supporting weapons but strives to select an
approach along a dominant terrain fea-
ture (ridge, high ground). Determines
which avenues * * * provides better
cover.

d. Estimate of the Situation.

* * * *

(2) Decides upon his method of attack which

will include how, when, and where he will
employ his fire support, his maneuvering
force and his reserve.

* * * *

125. METHOD OF ATTACK

12

a. (Superseded)

(1) In any attack the first thing the platoon

has to do, unless it is already in close con-
tact with the enemy, is to find the enemy and
to pin him down or fix him in position. One
element of the platoon must find and fix
the enemy in place and hold his attention so
that a second element can maneuver against
him. While this is being done, the maneu-
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ver can be against one or the other flank of
the enemy; or, if the enemy is widely dis-
persed, the platoon leader may decide to
- hit him in the middle. Usually, however,
this maneuver should be around one flank
or the other. A reserve squad is designated
for the purpose of exploiting the maneuver
or to drive home the attack. Each squad
is given a specific mission and is committed
at the proper time by the platoon leader to
further the attack of the platoon. The
platoon leader must be prepared at all times
to counter any unexpected enemy action.
(2) The platoon advances from the line of de-
parture to the assault position by fire and
maneuver. In addition to the heavy in-
direct fires furnished by the artillery and
mortars, the platoon is supported by its own
weapons and by many others. These in-
clude the 57-mm rifles from the weapons
platoon, the machine guns and 75-mm rifies
from the heavy weapons company, and at
times the fires of a tank platoon.
* * * * %

f. Timely coordination of * * * in infantry
combat. The termination of supporting fires is in-
dicated to the riflemen of the assault echelon by a
visual signal fired by the assault squads or by the
supporting unit. Squadsnot already * * * en-
danger friendly troops.
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126. ORDERS
(Fig. 36.)
a. The platoon leader * * * includes the
following:
* £ £ * *

(8) Line or area * * * on the objective.
The platoon leader may also include spe-
cial instructions te the sniper teams
ordered by the company commander to

operate in his area.
* * ¥ * *

128. CONDUCT OF THE ATTACK

a. The principles outlined * * * and move
rapidly. When the assault elements are within as-
saulting distance of the objective, the supporting
fires are lifted on call by the platoon leader, or the
company or battalion commander. Then the ad-
vance * * * djrect-fire weapons.

* * % * *

c. Advance Against Short-Range Fires,

* ¥ * * *

(2) Specific targets holding up the advance are
pointed out to the leaders of supporting
weapons units, accompanying forward ob-
servers, the snipers, and to the company
commander. At the same * * * the
other element,

* * R * *
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129. ASSAULT
* * * » .

b. As the supporting * * * and recoilless
rifles. Snipers will select targets such as key per-
sonnel, pillbox or bunker embrasures, and weap-
ons crews. Snipers should operate to the rear or
flanks of the assault rifle platoon. Ammunition is
used * * * the next objective.

130. REORGANIZATION

a. The platoon leader’s * * * their assigned
locations. Snipers are placed in a position that
will enable them to kill the key enemy personnel
leading a counterattack. The platoon leader
* % * meet enemy resistance.

* * * * ]

135. FRONTAGE AND DEPTH

* * * * *

e. (Superseded) Platoons should endeavor to
achieve maximum depth possible to add strength to
the position and aid in limiting penetrations. Sup-
plementary positions are usually necessary in order
to provide all around defense. Therefore, dependent
on the terrain and any need for supplementary posi-
tions, the depth of the platoon area may vary from
50 to 200 yards.
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137. FIRE PLAN

a. The rifle platoon leader * * * of his area.
He also procures a map or overlay which shows
mortar and artillery concentrations by positions
and designating numbers. When time and * * *
of the platoon.

* * * * *

139. ORGANMNIZATION OF GROUND

a. The organizationof * * * permit effective
fire. The company order states the sequence and
time limit in which the tasks are done. This
sequence is—

* * * * *

140. CONDUCT OF THE DEFENSE
* * * * *

d. It usuallyis * * * local security elements.
Once contact is gained, movement within the
position at night is held to the minimum.

181. SUPPORTING FIRES
(App.IV.)

* * * * &

f. (Added) Close Air Support. The infantry
regimental and battalion commanders, with forward
air controllers, will include the use of close air sup-
port, if available, in the fire support plan. Weather
limitations may deny a commander the use of air
support even though it is available and included in
the planning. The control of air strikes is accom-

16 TAGO 1814C



eurim

plished by the forward air controller. Because the
forward air controller is normally located in, or in
communication with, the battalion or regimental fire
support coordination center, he may be assisted in
the control of air strikes by artillery forward ob-
servers with front line rifle companies. For details
pertaining to close air support, see section VI,
appendix IV.

185. ORDERS

a. The company commander * * * company
order includes—

* * * * *

(8) Specific instruetions for each assault rifle
platoon, for the weapons platoon, for at-
tached elements, and for snipers.

» * * * *

199. COMMITTING THE RESERVE
(Superseded)

When the battalion commander decides to com-
mit the reserve company and it is impractical for
him to assign a line of departure, he will prescribe an
area from which the reserve company is to launch its
attack and have the company commander select and
report a line of departure. The battalion comman-
der also prescribes the objective, a tentative time of
attack, the direction or zone of attack, and any
changes in the battalion plan of fire support. He co-
ordinates other elements of the battalion so that the
reserve will not have to wait in the area of departure
once it has arrived there, and so that its attack coin-
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cides with the effort that is to be made by the re-
mainder of the battalion. When the reserve arrives
in the forward area, the company commander re-
ports that fact to the battalion commander and pre-
pares to launch the attack.

206. RECONNAISSANCE FOR A NIGHT ATTACK
(Superseded)

Daylight reconnaissance by all leaders is highly
desirable before all night operations, and is essential
for a night attack against a well-organized defensive
position. It is supplemented by reconnaissance pa-
trols during darkness, and by the study of maps and
aerial photographs; To preserve secrecy, it may be
necessary to limit reconnaissance.

212. NIGHT ATTACK POSITIONS

The last minute * * * in an attack position.
This position is usually selected by the assault
company commander during his daylight recon-
naissance but may be designated by the battalion
commander if the need for coordination with other
friendly forces in the area dictates this pro-
cedure. The attack position * * * and pre-
serve secrecy.

214. ROUTES TO OBJECTIVE
(Superseded) A
Routes to the objective are carefully selected. The

commander weighs the advantage of ease of control
gained by selecting a route which follows easily
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recogni andmarks (roads, fence‘ streamlines,

and similar terrain features) against the disadvan-
tages of the possibility that the ememy’s locations
and prearranged fires cover these landmarks or other
obvious routes of approach.

230. ASSIGNMENT OF CROSSING MEANS

* * T * *

b. Tactical unity within * * * isas follows:

(1) (Superseded) Leading wave. Assault
platoons (with attachments).

(2) (Superseded) Second wave. Company com-
mand group, weapons platoon (less detach-
ments), support platoon .(if any), attach-
ments from the heavy weapons company;
and artillery, heavy mortar company, and
81-mm mortar platoon forward observers.

236. SUPPORT OF CROSSING

a. Air, artillery, heavy * * * the far side.
The commander’s order may include the organi-
zation and tactical employment of special sniper
teams. Snipers may be employed either as a
group, in teams, or individually. They should
occupy their positions prior to the crossing and,
upon completion of the crossing, rejoin their
units.

* * * * *
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241, GENERA‘
. *

b. (Superseded) When woods are attacked fron-
tally, the attack consists of three phases:
(1) Attack of and reorganization within the
near edge.
(2) Adyance through the woods.
(3) Exit from the far edge.

244. CONDUCT OF ATTACK

a. Seizure of the * * * any other attack.
While the reorganization in the near edge of the
woods takes place, the company commander issues
any necessary additional instructions for the ad-
vance through the woods. The company starts
* * * op an azimuth.

* * * ® *

251. ORGANIZATION FOR A SUPPORTED NIGHT RAID

The company commander * * * with auto-
matic weapons. Snipers, if equipped with night
viewing and firing devices, should be employed
with the assault party. Support parties nor-
mally * * * of the company.

263. GENERAL
* * * * *
d. The size of * * * a large group. On the

other hand, units as large as a rifle company may be
directed to infiltrate through the enemy lines and
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attack the rear of the hostile position. A coordi-
nated frontal assault by another unit may be used
in this type of operation.

* * * * *

273. RIFLE COMPANY DEFENSE ORDER

* * * * *

g. Priority of construction and time limit in
which tasks are to be completed.

* * * * *

ng (Added) Patrol plan.

276. BOUNDARIES

The battalion commander * * * responsi-
bility, or depth. Boundaries must be established
so as to favor the defense and to insure that
critical terrain features (ridges, high ground)
and avenues of approach are the responsibility
of a single unit.

279. LOCATION OF FRONT-LINE PLATOON

The widthof * * * blocksthat approach: To
provide sniper coverage for the entire area, snipers
are assigned definite sectors of responsibility.
The size of the sector depends on the frontage
covered by a unit, the presence of dangerous ave-
nues of approach, terrain suitable for enemy ob-
servation posts and suitable sniper positions.
Snipers select positions which provide best avail-
able cover and concealment, and they pay special
attention to fields of fire. The routes to these

B 2
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positibns must be considered in relation to the
conditions of visibility that will prevail when
these routes are used.

280. DISPOSITION OF RESERVE PLATOON

a. The primary mission * * * the battle posi-
tion. Snipers of the reserve platoon may be de-
tached from their squads and employed as teams
within the battle position.

* * * %* *

284. COMMAND POST

The company command * * * battalion com-
mand post. The command post is so organized
that it will function as a coordination center with
or without the presence of the commanding offi-
cer.

285. ORGANIZATION OF GROUND.

a. The 'organization of * * * and facilities
available. The battalion order gives the sequence
and time limit in which the tasks are executed.
These may include—

* * * * *

c. Organization of exposed * * * postponed
until darkness. Overhead cover is constructed for
foxholes and emplacements for protection against
enemy fire and friendly close-in artillery and
mortar fires.
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289. CONDUCT OF DEFENSE

a. Astheenemy * * * the outpost positions.
The snipers employed with the general and com-
bat outposts remain on position as long as prae-
ticable, covering the withdrawal of these outposts
into the battle peosition.

* * * * =

¢. When the massed * * * the battalion com-
mander. Snipers can often prepare and camou-
flage adequate primary and secondary positions
from which they can operate to prevent removal
of obstacles in front of the main line of resis-
tance and to kill the leaders in the enemy attack,

* ® *® * *

e. When the attacking * * * crushing action
of the tanks. They resume their firing positions as
soon as the tanks pass and fire on the rear of the
tanks. Defenders also fire * * * other attack-
ing tanks.

* * * * *

h. The conduct of a night defense resembles that
of a day defense except that it is characterized by
more close-in fighting and less movement within
the position. It can be * * * locating these
targets. .

290. RELIEF

a. If the defense is prolonged or if units on the
battle position have suffered heavy casualties,
periodic relief of units in the line may be made. The
front-line * * * executed at night.

* * * . * *
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312. DEFENSE IN WOODS

- Defenseinwoods * * * infiltratethe position.
A distinct advantage can be gained when snipers
are employed in woods. Because of their spe-
cialized training they can deny to the enemy the
use of certain areas, disrupt his communications,
and act as observers.

335. COVERING FORCE FOR NIGHT WITHDRAWAL

a. The strengthand * * * forward rifle com-
panies. Snipers, if equipped with the night view-
ing and firing devices, operate in the same manner
as for a daylight withdrawal (par.342d). Assoon

as * * * Dbattalion rear area.
* * * ¥ *

342. DAYLIGHT WITHDRAWAL

d. Supporting weaponsin * * * platoons for
the withdrawal. Snipers are employed in the
same manner as described in defensive operations
(par. 279). Because their accurate fires can be
utilized to cover the withdrawal of a unit from
a position, they remain on the position as long
as possible. Their principal targets are enemy
officers and noncommissioned officers leading the

attack. ‘

343. DELAYING ACTION IN SUCCESSIVE POSITIONS

Since a delay * * * with automatic weap-
ons. Because of their ability to deliver accurate

fire, snipers may be to an advantage in de-
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laying actions. They are employed in much the

same manner as for a daylight withdrawal (par.
342d).

346. COMMUNICATION PERSONNEL
* * * * *
¢. The communication noncommissioned officer
* * * in the company. He transmits informa-
tion contained in extracts of current communica-
tion orders; for example, signal operation instruc-
tions (SOI) and standing signal instructions (SSI).
He makes recommendations * * * pertaining
to communication,
d. Rescinded
e. The radiotelephone operators operate and main-
tain the man-packed radio sets in the company.
Their training includes * * * t{o the company.
* * * * * A
g- The orderly and other men designated by the
company commander are trained to install, operate,
and maintain the company communication system.
These men are * * * packed radio sets.

347. EQUIPMENT
* * * * *

b. (Superseded) Radio equipment includes low-
powered portable voice sets. Two types are issued;
one type is hand-carried and the other is man-packed.
Man-packed radios have a range of three to five
miles. Hand-carried radios have a range of approxi-
mately 1 mile. Both radios are frequency-modulated
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(f-m) and will net with radios mounted in all tanks.
Frequencies (channels) on the man-packed radios
can be changed by the operator.

* * * * *

348. MEANS OF COMMUNICATION

a: The company commander directs the use of com-
munication available to the company. Flexibility of
communication is achieved by using as many of
the means of communication as are applicable
so that if one means of communication fails, the
company can effectively use other means. The
success or failure of a unit often depends on its
ability to communicate.

b. Wire communication depends on the time avail-
able to install and recover the wire. (See fig. 71.)
In fast-moving * * * be recovered quickly.
In an attack on a limited objective, wire is often
laid forward as the unit advances. In defensive
situations * * * control of units.

¢. Radio is limited only by the characteristics of
the sets, such as range, frequency, security restric-
tions, and interference from static, jamming, or ter-
rain obstacles. (Seefig.72.) Radioisan * * *
on operator training.

* %* * % »

349. COMMUNICATION COORDINATION

The company communication * * * battalion
communication plan. A man-packed radio (PRC~
10) is netted with the battalion command net. In
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defensive situations and in attack situations, when
circumstances permit, the battalion communication
platoon installs wire from the battalion command
post to the company command post.

350. COMMUNICATION ORDERS

The rifle company commander’s order contains in-
structions for communication. Frequently, such in-
structions refer to the company SOP or indicate
the location of the company commander or his com-
mand post. Other instructions relative * * *
by pyrotechnic signal. In the attack, instructions
are given for pyrotechnic signals for prearranged
fires, lifting of supporting fires, location of units,
and for capture of objectives. Platoon leaders ac-
quaint * * * g3 higher commander.

371. ROLE OF THE AIRBORNE RIFLE COMPANY

The airborne rifle company is trained and equip-
ped to enter combat by parachute or assault trans-
port. It normally uses * * * of a battalion.

373. EQUIPMENT

* * * * *

¢. The weapons carriers of the company can be
delivered by parachute or assault transport. They
may accompany * * * of captured transpor-
tation. '

* * * * *

[l N
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375. SUPPORTING ARMS AND WEAPONS

a. Artillery. Light artillery landed by parachute
or assault transport accompanies or closely follows
the assault landing of the infantry troops. Forward
observersland * * * reorganization after land-
ing.

* * * * 3

¢. Tanks. Although the airborne regiment has no
organic tank units, it is normal to attach tank units
from one of the airborne division’s two tank bat-
talions for sustained combat. The attachment of
these units makes the airborne regiment equivalent
to the infantry regiment in tank strength. Tank
reinforcements usually join the airborne regiment
when it contacts friendly forces after its airborne
assault landing. Tanks attached to * * * pre-
scribed in FM 17-32.

* *

* * *

379. BATTALION COMMANDER'S ORDERS

* i * * * *
j. Rescinded.
* : * * * .

380. ORGANIZATION FOR THE ATTACK
* * % * *

b. The assault echelon of the company consists
of the troops and equipment initially landed by para-
chute or assault transport to seize the company ob-
jective. The entire airborne rifle company, with its
organic weapons and transportation, can enter com-
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bat by parachute or assault transport; however, it
may be necessary to leave some personnel and equip-
ment behind during the assault landing.

* * * * %

381. RECONNAISSANCE

a. The company commander’s * * * his at-
tack plans:
(1) Nature of the drop zone, or landing zone if
landing in assault transport aircraft.
* *® & & *

383. BRIEFING
* * # * *

b. Platoon leaders brief * * * the company
briefing. All troops are * * * the company
mission.

* * & * *

388. LOADING PERSONNEL

a. The movement from * * * aircraft park-
ing area. Upon arrival at the aircraft parking area,
groups move to their assigned airplanes and prepare
to load.

* * * % *

¢. The following principles * #* * for air-
borne operations:

(1) Enough men ride in each assault aircraft
to unlash and unload the aircraft at
the destination. This prevents confu-
sion * ¥ * recovery of equipment.

* » & * *

-
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390. AIR MOVEMENT TABLE

* * * * *

b. Pathfinder serials precede * * * operate
navigational aids. Parachute serials normally pre-
cede transport serials. This permits the * * *
the pilot’s signal.

391. ASSAULT LANDING

* * * * *

¢. (Superseded) When a company lands by as-
sault transport, it usually lands on a single landing
zone as part of the battalion. The time required
for landing the company depends on the aircraft
type, altitude, number, speed and formation, the skill
of the pilots, the terrain, and the landing character-
istics of the aircraft. The ground dispersion of the
aircraft inside a landing zone depends on the number
of aircraft, the obstacles to landing, the landing
characteristics of the aircraft, and the skill of their
pilots.

d. (Superseded) Upon landing, personnel in the
aircraft promptly unload all equipment and supplies.

¢. (Superseded) When the company enters combat
by parachute, weapons carriers may land by assault
aircraft. When this is the case, they may land on
the drop zone used by the company and battalion—
after the drop zone is cleared of personnel and equip-
ment that would obstruct assault aircraft landings.
The weapons carriers may land in separate landing
zones under the control of the regimental or higher
commander,
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396. IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONNEL AND EQUIP-
MENT

Positive, rapid, identification * * * identify
the contents. Assault transports may be marked to
identify the type of equipment they carry and the
unit to which the equipment belongs. The airborne
division * * * to the enemy.

397. ASSEMBLY

a. Using assembly aids * * * respective as-
sembly areas. Parachutists may also move di-
rectly to théir unit assembly area without assem-
bling on the drop zone.

b. (Superseded) Troops landed by assault trans-
port promptly unload and move by aircraft loads
directly to their assembly areas. There they are
organized into tactical units under their own officers.
They pass to regimental or higher unit control as
soon as the situation permits.

APPENDIX |

RIFLE COMPANY ORDERS FOR ATTACK
AND DEFENSE

Section 1. ATTACK

5. COMMAND AND SIGNAL MATTERS
(Superseded)

Information or instructions to include—
a. A reference to the signal annex if issued with

the operation order, or, if no signal annex is issued,
34 \ TAGO 1814C



REM—Security L

a reference to the index to the SOI currently in effect.
This subparagraph will also include general instruc-
tions on the employment of signal communication
(wire, radio, messenger, sound, and visual).

b. The location of battalion and company com-
mand posts; the tentative subsequent locations of
the company commander during the attack; and the
axis of signal communication.

¢. The location and time of opening advance mes-
sage centers, march control points, or other places
to which messages may be sent.

Section 1l. DEFENSE

5. COMMAND AND SIGNAL MATTERS
(Superseded)

Information or instructions to include—

a. A reference to the signal annex if issued with
the operation order, or, if no signal annex is issued,
a reference to the index to the SOI currently in effect.
This subparagraph will also include general instrue-
tions on the employment of signal communication
(wire, radio, messenger, sound, and visual).

b. Thelocation of battalion, company, and platoon
command posts, and alternate locations,
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APPENDIX IV

SUPPORTING FIRES
Section |. GENERAL

3. COMBAT CONTROL

a. General Support. Supporting unitsare * * *
provide maximum support. The heavy weapons
company is considered to be in general support when
its fires are controlled by the battalion commander,
the heavy tank and heavy mortar companies by the
regimental commander, the tank battalion and the
battalions of the division artillery by the division
commander.

* - * * *

Section VI. CLOSE AIR SUPPORT
(Added)

1. MISSION

The mission of close air support units is to give
close support to ground units by attacking targets
which eannot be effectively engaged by other means,
and by augmenting the fires of other supporting
weapons.

2. CONTROL

a. Forward Air Controller. Normally, a tactical
air control party (TACP) works with an infantry
battalion. The TACP consists of a forward air

controller (FAC) who is ®a combat-experienced
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fighter pilot, his enlisted assistants, and equipment.
This team is organized to direct, by visual methods,
close air support strikes in the vicinity of forward
ground elements. It is a highly mobile element hav-
ing air-to-ground communication to direct aircraft
to targets, and point-to-point communcations with
the tactical air control center or pertinent tactical
air direction centers and the division air liaison
officer. At times a forward air controller may be
airborne to facilitate control and direction of air
strikes. Under these conditions the controller is
referred to as a tactical air coordinator.
b. Functions. Functions of the TACP are to—

(1) Direct offensive air support aircraft to
targets in the vicinity of friendly positions
and to direct visual reconnaissance of
specified areas.

(2) Receive information from reconnaissance
or other aircraft for transmission to in-
terested ground force elements.

(8) Report the observed results of an air strike
to the tactical air control center or to the
division air liaison officer and to the
supported unit.

(4) Advise the immediate ground commander
and his staff on matters pertaining to tacti-
cal air operations.

(5) Assist in making known the location of
friendly front line units.

c. Employment. The forward air controller
normally works in the battalion or regimental FSCC.
Frequently it will be necessary for him to accompany
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a command group to a forward vantage point or ob-
servation post; wherever he may be located he should
have ready access to both infantry and artillery com-
munications such as those found in the FSCC or
at an observation post. Through artillery communi-
cations, the forward air controller can frequently
utilize the assistance of the artillery forward observer
in marking targets with artillery fire or otherwise
directing the aircraft to the target.

3. TARGETS

a. The selection of targets for tactical air strikes
is governed by such factors as—

(1) Availability of tactical aircraft for close
support missions.

(2) Availability and capabilities of other sup-
porting weapons.

(8) Over-all effect to be realized from destruc-
tion or neutralization of the target.

(4) The capability of available air weapons.

(5) The potential accuracy of available air
weapons.

(6) Probable air losses compared to expected
results. ,

(7) Accuracy of intelligence concerning nature
"and location of target.

b. Typical close air support targets are—

(1) Gun positions.

(2) Vehicles, including armor.

(3) Command posts.

(4) Concentration of troops.

(5) Strongly defended positions.

38 m TAGO 1814C



RESABMARAY —Security Juiaianalinn

(6) Pill boxes.

(7) Defended road blocks.

(8) Targets which artillery may not be able to
engage effectively.

4. METHODS OF MARKING TARGETS

Close air support targets located between the bomb
line and friendly troops must be properly identified
to the striking aircraft prior to attack. The forward
air controller normally accomplishes the target iden-
tification and control for these strikes. He must co-
ordinate with, advise, and receive assistance from
ground elements. He should work closely with the
artillery liaison officer. A forward air controller
may identify a target for aircraft through any
one or a combination of the methods indicated below.

a. Reference to grids or coordinates on large scale
maps or photographic mosaics.

b. Reference to nearby landmarks or terrain fea-
tures readily discernible to the aircraft pilot.

¢. Establish reference points with smoke shells,
such as artillery, mortar, grenade, recoilless rifle,
and rocket. Colored smoke is preferable.

d. Use of tracers from small arms fire.

e. Use of illuminating shells; for example, artil-
lery, mortar, and naval.

f. Use of searchlights.

g. Use of pyrotechnics.

h. Use of colored panels and other markings to
assist navigation of attacking aircraft in the target
area and to identify friendly positions.
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i. Verbal description of the target radioed through
a forward air controller to the aircraft.

4. Adjustment of dry-run air attacks to guide the
pilot to the target.

%. Radio communication from friendly unit to
Army light aircraft which can in turn lead attack-
ing aircraft to the target.

I. Use of electronic equipment (radio homing de-
vices, beacons, etc.).

m. Use of any one or a combination of the above
methods to control a tactical air coordinator who in
turn, leads attacking aircraft to the target. The
tactical air coordinator should be provided a means
for marking targets, such as smoke grenades.

5. REQUESTS

a. Requests for close air support normally are sub-
mitted through air-ground operations system chan-
nels. Since this system does not include personnel
at company level, requests are forwarded by the com-
pany commander to the battalion S3 or the battalion
assistant S3 should he be designated the battalion S3
(Air). In the event infantry communcations are in-
operative, requests may be submitted through the
artillery forward observer, utilizing his artillery
communications,

b. Requests for offensive alr support from a rifle
company commander should include the following
information :

(1) Exact target location.
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(2) Target description, including sufficient de-
tail to permit selection of appropriate
armament.

(3) Results desired.

{4) Location of nearest friendly troops with
respect to the target.

(5) Time over target.

(6) Tactical significance.

[AG 800.7 (11 Oct 52))
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This manual supersedes FM 7-10, 18 March 1944, including
C 1, 16 January 1945, and C 2, 5 September 1946; and
DA TC 5, 1948

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL

1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE. a. This manual is a guide
to the tactical employment of the rifie company
and its elements. It covers organization, weapons,
individual duties, movement to contact, offensive
action, defensive action, retrograde movements,
operations under special terrain conditions, sup-
ply evacuation, maintenance, and communication.
Chapter 11, which pertains to the airborne rifle
company, is included as an additional guide for
the airborne rifle company commander.

b. The procedures described in this manual are
based on normal conditions. They represent the
best methods of accomplishing the mission. In
battle, ideal conditions do not exist. Battlefield
confusion and the lack of adequate time for plan-
ning and carrying out plans require positive lead-
ership, initiative, and flexibility by leaders.

2. MISSION. The mission of the rifle company in
the attack is to close with the enemy and destroy
or capture him. The mission of the rifle company
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in defense is to repel the enemy assault by fire or
close combat.

3. CHARACTERISTICS OF INFANTRY. a. The in-
fantry essentially is an arm of close combat. It
fights by combining fire, maneuver, and shock ac-
tion. By fire, it inflicts losses on thé enemy and
neutralizes his combat power; by maneuver, it
closes with the enemy and makes its fire more ef-
fective ; by shock action, it completes the destruc-.
tion of the enemy in close combat.

b. Infantry is capable of limited independent
action by the use of its own weapons. Its offensive
power decreases when its freedom of maneuver is
limited or when it is opposed by an organized de-
fense. Under these conditions or against a force -
of combined arms, infantry fire power is rein-
forced by the support of artillery, tanks, and other
arms. The defensive power of infantry reaches its
maximum when it occupies an organized defensive
position or when the enemy’s freedom of maneuver
is limited.

¢. Infantry maneuvers on difficult ground by
moving in small, inconspicuous formations and by
taking advantage of covered routes of approach
and small irregularities in the terrain. By skilled
use of the terrain, infantry units achieve maxi-
mum fire effect, conserve personnel, conceal move-
ment, and permit the maneuver of their reserve.

4. ORGANIZATION. The rifle company is the basic
infantry unit with tactical, administrative, and
supply functions. It consists of a company head-
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quarters, three rifle platoons, and one weapons
platoon (see fig. 1). (For details of organization
and equipment, see the current Table of Organiza-
tion and Equipment 7-17.)

a. The company headquarters consists of a com-
mand group and an administrative group. The
personnel of these groups help the company com-
mander perform his tactical, administrative, and
supply duties. :

b. The rifle platoon consists of a platoon head-
quarters, three rifle squads, and one weapons
squad.

¢. The weapons platoon consists of a platoon
headquarters, one 60-mm mortar section, and one
57-mm rifle section.

5. INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS. Individual weapons of
the company are the rifle, bayonet, carbine, pistol,
hand grenades, and rifle grenades. (For descrip-
tion and characteristics of these weapons see FM’s
23-5, 23-7, 23-25, 23-30, and 23-35.)

a. Rifle. The rifle is the principal individual
weapon. Because of its range, ease of operation,
and light weight, it is well adapted for use in all
types of infantry combat. These characteristics
enable a rifleman or a group of riflemen to deliver
quickly a large volume of accurate fire on a desired
target within range.

b. Sniper’s rifle. One rifle equipped with a tele-
scopic sight is furnished each rifle squad. It is used
by the sniper.

c. Bayonet. The bayonet is a weapon of close com-
bat. Skill in its use, acquired by training, gives
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the infantryman confidence in his ability to close
with the enemy.

d. Carbine. The carbine can fire in greater vol-
ume and more accurately than the pistol. Its effec-
tive range is 300 yards. It is used to protect the
men of crew-served weapons and others who are
armed with it.

e. Pistol. The automatic pistol is used for indi-
vidual defense by men not armed with the rifle or
carbine. It is effective at ranges less than 50 yards.

f. Hand grenades. The fragmentation hand gren-
ade is used against enemy personnel, particularly
those manning crew-served weapons, who are pro-
tected from rifle fire and are within the minimum
range of the high-angle rifle grenade.

g. Rifle grenades. Rifle grenades, propelled by the
rifle or carbine from a launcher attached to it, are
more accurate than hand grenades and have a
longer range. Rifle grenades are effective against
armored vehicles, emplacements, buildings, and
personnel. Fragmentation hand grenades become
rifle grenades when used with the launcher.

6. CREW-SERVED WEAPONS. Rifle company crew-
served weapons are the 57-mm rifle, the 60-mm
mortar, the light machine gun, the caliber .50
machine gun, the automatic rifle, and the rocket
launcher. (For their description and characteris-
tics, see FM’s 23-15, 23-32, 23-55, 23-65, 23-80,
and 23-85.) '

a. The 57-mm rifle is used in close support of
rifle units for direct fire against definitely located
point targets. It has a maximum range of 4,340
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yards, but it seldom is used at ranges greater than
800 yards against moving targets and 1,900 yards
against stationary point targets. Its cartridge HE,
AT (high explosive, antitank) penetrates approxi-
mately 3 inches of armor.

b. The 60-mm mortar is used for close-in sup-
port of rifle units. It may be used against area tar-
gets. Its maximum range is 1,985 yards. Because
of dispersion, it rarely engages point targets more
distant than 1,000 yards.

c. The light machine gun is used to supplement
rifle fires by placing short, concentrated bursts of
fire upon known or suspected enemy groups of
men.

d. The caliber .50 machine gun is mounted on a
vehicle and is used against enemy personnel, ve-
hicles, and low-flying aircraft (see par. 12). The
caliber .50 machine gun fires ball, armor piercing
incendiary (API), tracer, and armor piercing
(AP) ammunition. The machine gun can be
mounted on a tripod and fired as a ground weapon.

e. The automatic rifle provides the rifle squad
with an easily controlled and maneuverable weap-
on capable of a large volume of fire. It is used
against ground targets in a manner similar to the
light machine gun. Its light weight permits the
automatic rifleman to maintain the same rate of
advance as the riflemen.

f. The rocket launchers and high explosive rock-
ets are used primarily against armored vehicles;
secondary targets include crew-served weapons,
pillbox embrasures, and groups of men.
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7. TYPES OF POSITIONS FOR CREW-SERVED WEAP-
ONS. a. Firing positions. The 57-mm rifle, the 60-mm
mortar, the light machine gun, and the rocket
launcher occupy firing positions to cover assigned
sectors of fire or target areas. These firing posi-
tions are classified as primary, alternate, and sup-
plementary.

(1) A primary firing position offers the best
conditions for the accomplishment of the
assigned mission.

(2) An alternate firing position is used for
firing on primary targets when the pri-
mary firing position cannot be defended
or is unsuitable for carrying out the as-
signed mission.

(3) A supplementary firing position is used
for firing on secondary targets which
cannot be reached from the primary or
alternate firing positions.

b. Cover positions. Whenever possible, leaders se-
lect cover positions providing defilade and eonceal-
ment for men and weapons not actively fighting
the enemy.

c. Off-carrier position. . The off-carrier position is
the point at which the weapons and the initial sup-
ply of ammunition of the weapons platoon are re-
moved from the carrier for hand carry to the firing
or cover position. The off-carrier position provides
defilade and concealment for men and carriers, and
it is as close to the firing position as possible.

8. TRANSPORTATION. The organic transportation
of the rifle company consists of four 14-ton trucks,
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four 14-ton trailers, one 2l4-ton truck, and one 1-
ton trailer. One 1j4-ton truck is used by the com-
pany commander for command and reconnais-
sance. Another is used during the movement phase
to transport the weapons and extra ammunition
of the weapons squads of the rifle platoons. This
vehicle also is used for supply of ammunition to the
rifle platoons, or for evacuation. One 2l4-ton
truck (with 1-ton trailer) is used as a company
general utility vehicle. Two l4-ton trucks are
assigned to the weapons platoon to transport its
weapons and ammunition.

9. TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT. The rifle company op-
erates according to the battalion commander’s
plan. The company commander bases his plan
on his mission, and coordinates the actions of
his platoons and the fire of all weapons at his dis-
posal. The rifle company may be assigned to the
assault echelon or to the battalion reserve. When
the company is acting alone, the company com-
mander uses his company according to his mission,
and he makes more decisions on his own initiative
than he does when operating with the battalion.
He notifies his commander promptly of major_de-
cisions and frequently reports his company’s loca-
tion and progress.

10. DUTIES OF THE COMPANY COMMANDER. a.
The company commander commands his company.
By his character and skill, he gives positive leader-
ship to his command and maintains its discipline,
welfare, and contentment. He actively supervises
the training of all elements of his company and in-



sures proper administration and the procurement
and maintenance of equipment. To assist him in
carrying out these responsibilities, he makes full
use of the company’s chain of command. In assign-
ing duties to his leaders, he considers their indi-
vidual capabilities and personalities. In his lead-
ers, he develops a high degree of initiative and
personal responsibility—building his company into
a well-coordinated team.

b. He continually estimates the situation, hav-
ing in mind all practicable courses of action. By
directive, or by recommendation to his commander,
he initiates action on any matter pertaining to his
company, and follows this action through by vigor-
ous execution of the most simple effective course,
until his mission is accomplished.

c. To accomplish his mission, he uses all means
at his command and requests additional means
whenever they can be well used in his area of re-
sponsibility. Without awaiting orders, he coordi-
nates with any other unit or agency.

d. In the battle area, he uses observation, pa-
trols, liaison, and personal reconnaissance to main-
tain security and prepare for future operations.
He assigns definite missions to his leaders, and
keeps informed of their actions in order to give
assistance when needed and to insure the suc-
cess of his plan. He goes where he can best
control the action of his company as a whole, yet at
critical times he is personally present where he
can best influence the action. He alone is responsi-
ble to his commander for all that his company does
or fails to do. '



11. COMPANY HEADQUARTERS. a. Command group.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

The company commander uses the com-
mand group to assist him in the control
of his company.

The executive officer keeps abreast of the
tactical situation and performs duties
assigned to him by the company com-
mander. He assumes command of the
company if the company commander be-
comes a casualty. He takes charge of the
command post and maintains communi-
cation with the platoons and with the
company and battalion commanders. He
notifies appropriate commanders of the
change in the command post location. He
controls the movement of vehicles within
the company area and supervises the sup-
ply of ammunition to the platoons.

The first sergeant assists the company
commander by executing any assigned
duties. His duties may vary from admin-
istrative and supply matters to command-
ing a platoon. Ordinarily he assists the
executive officer and represents him dur-
ing his temporary absence from the com-
mand post.

The company clerk is the chief assistant
to the first sergeant.

The communication sergeant is trained
in the use and maintenance of communi-
cation equipment in the company, and he
trains his men to operate this equipment.
He establishes the company communica-



tion system and receives and dispatches
messengers.

(6) The radio operators operate the two com-
pany radios which are in the battalion net
(one at the company command post and
one with the company commander), and
they receive and transmit messages to

- and from the company commander.

(7) The bugler is the chief assistant to the

" communication sergeant. He operates
the company switchboard.

(8) The company messengers are alternate
radio operators, linemen, and switch-
board operators. One messenger accom-
panies the company commander and
drives his vehicle; one is stationed at the
company command post; and one oper-
ates from the battalion command post.

(9) The orderlies perform duties assigned to
them by the company commander. One
may be used as a radio operator, switch-
board operator, lineman, or messenger.
The other orderly, a member of the ad-
ministrative group, assists supply per-
sonnel.

b. Administrative group. For a discussion of the

duties of the administrative group, see paragraph
352.

12. ANTIAIRCRAFT SECURITY. In defense against
an enemy air attack, the rifle company usually re-
lies on passive means of defense, such as disper-
sion, concealment, camouflage, and the use of cover.
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(See fig. 2.) The success of such means depends
on an adequate warning system, closely coordi-
nated with the general aircraft warning system of
the area. In some situations, a rifle company may
be permitted to fire at positively identified enemy
aircraft. The caliber .50 machine gun is the com-
pany’s most effective weapon for this purpose;
however, all small arms may be used.

13. ANTITANK DEFENSE. a. The rifle company de-
fends itself against tanks by using antitank weap-
ons to destroy the tanks and obstacles. Timely
warning is the key factor in defense against a tank
attack; maximum means of communication are
used to alert all men of the company. Antitank
weapons in the rifle company include antitank and
white phosphorous (WP) rifle grenades, rocket
launchers, and 57-mm rifles. Additional means
which may be provided by higher commanders in-
clude tanks, 75-mm rifles, and antitank mines. In
close combat with enemy tanks, white phosphorous
grenades, particularly white phosphorous rifle
grenades, are extremely effective in'denying ob-
servation to tank crews and in the psychological
“ effect upon these crews.

b. Individual passive means of defense against
" tanks include the use of all natural obstacles such
as streams, stumps, large trees, boulders, and
swampy or marshy ground. In static situations,
fox holes may be dug. When attacked by tanks,
defending riflemen continue to fire on enemy in-
fantry until forced to take cover to protect them-
selves and their weapons from the crushing action

12



Figure 2. The company defends against
use of dispersion, concealment,
cover.

aircraft by the
camouflage, and



of the tanks. When enemy infantry is not present,
small-arms fire is directed against tank vision slits
and tank crews operating with open hatches.
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CHAPTER 2
TACTICAL MOVEMENTS

Section |. GENERAL

14. GENERAL. a. For doctrines governing troop
movements, see FM 100-5. For details of march
hygiene, see FM 21-10.

b. Tactical movements consist of—

(1) Movement to contact.

(2) Relocation of troops according to opera-
tional plans. (The principles and tech-
nique of movement, as outlined in this
chapter, are applicable to movements in-
volving the relocation of troops.)

(8) Retrograde movement (see pars. 328 to
344).

Section Il. MOVEMENT TO CONTACT

15. DEFINITION. Movement to contact is the ground
movement in a theater of operations just before
combat to place troops in a position to close with
the enemy. It does not include troop movement by
air or by sea when security during the movement
is provided by the Air Force or by the Navy.

16. CLASSIFICATION. Movements to contact are
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uncovered or covered. An uncovered movement to
contact is one made when little or no security is
provided by friendly forces. It ends when direct
ground contact with the enemy is gained. A cov-
ered movement to contact is one made behind se-
curity forces. It is used to move a unit to an as-
signed location to relieve or reinforce troops al-
ready in contact with the enemy. It ends when the
location is occupied.

17. PHASES. a. Movement to contact normally is
conducted in three phases—

(1) First phase (contact remote) —enemy di-
rect ground action is remote.

(2) Second phase (contact improbable) —en-
emy direct ground action is improbable.

(3) Third phase (contact imminent) —enemy
direct ground action is imminent.

b. These phases may or may not follow this se-
quence; the phase depends on the commander’s
estimate of the situation. The commander makes
a continuous estimate of the situation in order to
adequately dispose the units of his column at the
proper time and place to meet the enemy situation.
The passage from one phase to another is made
when .the commander decides that the enemy is
close enough to increase his readiness for action.

18. FORMATIONS. a. Route column. During the con-
tact remote phase of movement to contact, admin-
istrative considerations govern and the movement
is made in route column. In route ¢olumn, the com-
pany normally moves by rail or motor. Route col-
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umn ends when the commander decides that he
must group his units tactically before continuing
the movement.

b. Tactical column. During the contact improba-
ble phase of movement to contact, both tactical and
administrative considerations govern, and the
movement is made in tactical column. Units are
grouped tactically to permit the prompt use of
combat formations or the orderly occupation of
and departure from an assembly area. The com-
pany moves as a unit, either by foot or motor.
Within the company, the grouping depends on the
probable future mission of the company. (For ex-
ample, elements of the weapons platoon may move
with the rifle elements which they support.) Tac-
tical column ends when the company deploys or
when it occupies an assembly area.

¢. Approach march. During the contact imminent
phase of movement to contact, tactical considera-
tions govern and the movement is made in the ap-
proach march. Elements whose contact with the
enemy is imminent are deployed in a suitable tac-
tical formation. Other elements continue in tacti-
cal column, and they in turn move in the approach
march when their contact with the enemy is immi-
nent. Any deployed formation, including deploy-
ment in depth, may be used. For example, the lead-
ing company of an advance guard battalion nor-
mally uses the deployed formation described in
paragraph 22. Such a formation varies according
to the strength of the screening force, the terrain,
the enemy disposition and strength, and other ex-
isting conditions. The approach march ends when
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contact is made with the enemy or when an attack
position is occupied.

19. CONTROL. a. Control of the company during
movement to contact depends primarily on commu-
nication. All of the company’s communication fa-
cilities are used to the maximum, consistent with
security, to assist in maintaining this control.

b. March objectives and phase lines assist the
commander in controlling his unit. A march ob-
jective is a recognizable place toward which the
march of a single column is directed. Frequently,
high ground, road junctions, streams, and similar
features identify usable march objectives. A phase
line is a line generally perpendicular to the direc-
tion of advance. It usually passes through the
march objectives of several columns marching

abreast. When a phase line is reached, command-
ers report the fact to the next higher commander.
Columns usually continue to the next phase line;
however, they may be directed not to go beyond a
given phase line until a specified time or until the
occurrence of a particular event. Thus the phase
line is a means of control and coordination. (See
fig. 3.)

c. Phase lines for the company ordinarily -are
prescribed by the battalion commander. Distances
between phase lines depend on the type of move-
ment, the terrain, the visibility, and the imminence
of enemy contact. The company usually reports
its progress periodically.
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Section 11l. FOOT MARCHES

20. GENERAL. During a foot march, the company
" may form a part of the main body, it may act as
security for a larger unit, or it may move as an
independent unit.

21. THE COMPANY 'AS PART OF THE MAIN BODY.
a. The movement is in tactical column. The com-
pany usually marches in a column of two’s, one file
on each side of the road, and maintains its tactical
unity. The company’s officers and noncommis-
sioned officers enforce march discipline. The lead-
ing company maintains the rate of march pre-
seribed by the battalion commander; other com-
panies maintain their position in the column. Or-
dinarily the company commander is at the head of
his company ; however, he goes wherever his pres-
ence is required.

b. Company motor vehicles march in separate
serials under regimental or battalion control.
When under regimental control, the serials usu-
ally move by bounds in rear of the regimental foot
column; when under battalion control, the serials
usually move by bounds in rear of the battalion
foot elements.

c. The march ends upon arrival in the assembly
area or attack position; however, the company
may be forced to go directly into the attack from
the tactical column.

22, THE COMPANY AS THE SUPPORT OF AN AD-
VANCE GUARD BATTALION. a. The mission of a
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company as the support of an advance guard bat-
talion is to prevent unnecessary delay of the bat-
tallion and to protect the battalion against sur-
prise and enemy ground action from the front.
For details concerning the company as the support
of a rear guard battalion, see paragraph 327.

b. The support company usually is reinforced by
tanks, machine guns, 756-mm rifles, and 81-mm
mortars. A tank platoon (rarely a section) may be
attached ; machine gun and 75-mm rifle sections or
platoons normally are attached. The 81-mm mor-
tar platoon usually is placed in direct support of
the company, and a mortar observer moves with
the advance party. Reconnaissance elements of
engineers, artillery forward observers, heavy
mortar observers, and elements of the battalion
pioneer and ammunition platoon march with the
support.

¢. The advance guard battalion, less the support,
constitute the advance guard reserve. The support
marches in three groups ahead of the advance
guard reserve. From rear to front, these groups
are: the support proper, the advance party, and
the point. (See fig. 4.) The support commander
sends forward an advance party, which seldom ex-
ceeds a platoon in strength. The advance party
sends forward a point, usually a squad. Distances
between elements of the advance guard vary ac-
cording to the situation, the terrain, and the visi-
bility. These distances are great enough to allow
each succeeding element to deploy without serious
interference from the enemy when contact is made.
However, the distances are not great enough to
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prevent each element from rapidly assisting the
element in front of it. :

SECURITY AND RECONNAISSAN